213.   LETTER TO SIR PHILIP HARTOG
88  KXIGHTSBREDGE,
LONDON, S.W. I, November 19, 1931
DEAR  SIR  PHILIP,
I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 17th inst.
I do not propose just now to withdraw the statement1 I made at the meeting at Chatham House. At the present moment I ha\e not got any time for searching the records to which you are making reference. I, howe\er, promise not to forget the matter, and if I find that I cannot support the statement made by me at Chatham House, I will give my retraction much wider publicity than the Chatham House speech could ever attain.
Meanwhile I am endeavouring to find out the references you want.
Tours sincerely,
M. K. GAXDHI
SIR PHILIP HARTOG, K.B.E. 5 INVERNESS GARDENS, W.8
From a photostat: C.W. 9403-a.   Courtesy   India Office Library
214.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS*
LONDON,
November 19, 1931
Not  only am  I  not  callous  about  the   Princes joining the Federation, but most anxious that they should  do so.    So  far as
1 Namely, that the percentage of literacy in  India had fallen   during the British rule   The addressee had questioned the correctness of the statement. In his letter of November 17 he said he had examined the  Toung India articles and the Punjab Administration report and could find nothing in them to support Gandhiji's contention and had concluded   "... may I suggest that you should now withdraw your statement? . . ."   Vide  also  "Letter to  Sir Philip Hartog", pp   213-4
2 Gandhyi, according to the source,  issued the statement to refute the "baseless" report that he had told the Premier in his interview   with   him that he did not want the Princes to federate.
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